THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA             ig

withdrawn to a sugar-mill belonging to Don Antonio Pimentel,
which is on this coast and called Xagua, whence they endeavour to
prevent the enemy from obtaining supplies and to maintain them-
selves in the bush until such time as Your Majesty may furnish us
relief. I will keep Your Majesty informed of events.

We do not yet know the president's whereabouts, nor Licentiate
Arceo's. We are trying to get together because the people wandering
. . . (torn) . . . life. There is nothing else to report to Your Majesty
concerning . . . enemies except that if Your Majesty desire to hold
this island safe, send here a person experienced in war and com-
petent to exercise command.

The judges and I have tried to inform the island of Cuba and city
of Havana and the Main of what has happened in this island and
warn them to make ready and to be on guard against the enemy.
Some say that Don Antonio is in command of these English.

Our Lord preserve the Catholic royal person of Your Majesty
many and long years for the protection and relief of Your Majesty's
vassals.

From the Xagua sugar estate, January 13, 1586.

About an hour ago advice was received that as he embarked on
the river the president ordered the galley to be burned that the enemy
might not make use of it.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's servitor.

The Licentiate Aliaga (Rubric).

Document No. is1
[Licentiates Fernandez de Mercado and Baltazar de Villa-
fane2 to the Crown, La Espanola, January 14,1586]
(P- 0                                        t
Catholic Royal Majesty
On the loth of the current month of January, at ten o'clock in the
morning, there were first descried off the port of Santo Domingo in
1 A. de /., 53-6-14, Santo Domingo 80. i pliego, original.
* Judges of the Audiencia. Their commissions are preserved in A. tie /., 78-3-9,
Santo Domingo 900, H 5, ff. n and 34 reverse, dated September 13, 1583, and
May 13,1585, respectively.